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TO THE COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS: 

Applicant is aware of the information listed in the attached form that may be material to 
the prosecution of the above-identified patent application. 

1. X 



Copies of the listed patents, publications, and other information are enclosed for 
the Examiner's use. Also enclosed is a copy of the Search Report fi-om the foreign 
patent office. 

2- This application relies, under 35 U.S.C. § 120, on the earlier fihng date of prior 

Application No. , filed . The references listed on the attached form were 

submitted to and/or cited by the Patent and Trademark Office in this prior 
application and, therefore, are not required to be provided in this application. 

^- A concise explanation of the relevance of document Cite No. Fl (which is not in 

the English language), as presently understood by the individual designated under 
37C.F.R. § 1.56(c) most knowledgeable about its content, is provided in an 
English abstract appended to said document. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed concurrently with the above- 
identified application. 

5. Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b), this Information Disclosure Statement is being 

filed within three months of the filing date of the national application (other than a 
CPA), within three months of the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in 
37 C.F.R. § 1.491 in an international application, before the mailing date of a first 
Office Action on the merits, or before the mailing date of a first OfiTice Action 
after the filing of an RCE. 
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6. _2L_ Pursua nt to 37 C j\ R^§ 1.97(c), this Information Disclosure Statement is being 

filed after the periH"serf^^ in 37 C.FTR. § 1.97(b) but before the mailing date of 
a final action under 37C.F.R. § 1.113, a Notice of Allowance under 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1 .3 1 1 , or an action that otherwise closes prosecution, and is accompanied by: 

a. X a certification statement as specified in 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(e); or 

b. the submission fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1.1 7(p). Check No. in 

the amount of $180.00 is enclosed. 

7. Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(d), this Information Disclosure Statement is being 

filed after the mailing date of either a final action under 37 C.F.R. § 1.113, a 
Notice of Allowance under 37 C.F.R. § 1.311, or an action that otherwise closes 
prosecution, but before or simultaneous with payment of the issue fee. The 
Information Disclosure Statement is accompanied by a certification statement as 
specified in 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) and the submission fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. 
§1.1 7(p). Check No. in the amount of $ 1 80.00 is enclosed. 

8. X Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.704(d), this Information Disclosure Statement is 

accompanied by a statement that each item of information contained in this 
Information Disclosure statement was cited in a communication fi-om a foreign 
patent office in a counterpart application. Such communication was received by 
an individual designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) on January 14, 2003, which is not 
more than thirty days prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 

RespectfiiUy submitted, 

CHRISTENSEN O'CONNOR 
JOHNSON KINDNESS^^^^ 



George S. Farber 
Registration No. 41,497 

Direct Dial No. 206.695.1757 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the U.S. Postal Service in a sealed 
envelope as first class mail with postage thereon fully prepaid and addressed to the U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office, P.O. Box 2327, Arlington, VA 22202, on the below date. 

Date: \^^. / ^aoS 
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